
 

 

Rationale 

Some pupils at Discovery Special academy access an informal curriculum. An informal curriculum 

supports those pupils who have significant sensory and communication needs and who require an 

ongoing sensory-based pedagogical approach.  They have significant and specific needs in the areas 

of sensory development, communication and interaction with a potential diagnosis of sensory 

processing disorder and Autistic Spectrum Disorder.   

These pupils access a less structured environment incorporating movement and utilising a range of 

spaces and teaching approaches.  The environment is designed to be low stimulus with the ability to 

change lighting, resources and activities to suit the individual and group needs at any given time.  

Pupils require 1:1 and very small group activities rather than whole class learning.   

Within this informal grouping, pupils will have 1:1 teaching to develop skills in specific subjects.  

Being able to create areas within the classroom with high levels of storage so resources can be 

brought out and put away on a daily, and sometimes hourly basis, is key.  All planning is personalised 

and individual learning intentions are set and assessed using MAPP (see below) each term and 

reviewed every half term.  

Intent 

The intent of the informal curriculum for pupils is: 

• To develop communication using augmented and alternative communication 
approaches; 

• To develop social interaction; 
• To control their environment and the world around them; 
• To make and communicate choices; 
• To be safe and able to self-regulate; 
• To have confidence and independence;  
• To make progress in their learning; and 
• To develop holistically with access to a range of therapeutic approaches. 

Pedagogical approach 

The informal curriculum is entirely personalised to need.  Knowledge is taught through a continuum 

of skills development as set out in the Mapping and Assessing Personal Progress approach (MAPP).   

Key areas of knowledge are repeated and revisited.  In this way, repetition of learning and 

overlearning leads to generalisation, fluency, independence and maintenance of knowledge over 

time.   

Provision is less formally structured incorporating a range of spaces within the classroom.  The 

environment is designed to be low stimulus with the ability to change lighting, resources and 

activities to suit the individual and group needs.  The main route to learning is through personalised 

targets with one to one teaching and support. Structured activities and work in small groups is used 

to develop social communication and interaction.  A range of alternative and augmented 

communication aids are used to allow pupils to communicate choices and to control the world 

around them.  Pupils individual learning intentions will be outlined in their personal learning plans, 
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and they will be supported on a one to one basis to develop knowledge and skills.  All pupils access 

self-regulation opportunities through sensory interventions.  Pupils may stay within the informal 

curriculum throughout their time at the academy. 

Teaching and learning 

The informal curriculum is taught through the following areas: 

 Communication and interaction 

 Thinking and learning (Inc. mathematical understanding/reading development) 

 Physical and sensory development 

 Creative development 

 My independence and social and emotional development 

Teachers follow the areas outlined in the semi-formal curriculum but ensure all learning activities 

are focused on the above elements within the child’s personal learning plan.  This allows for shared 

experiences with classes across the academy and ensures a clear and progressive approach to the 

use of books, activities and key skills. 

As described in the EYFS overview, communication development is paramount to success in the 

informal classroom.  Total communication immersion supported by augmentative and alternative 

communication aids allows each pupil to develop personally.  All tasks and activities are planned 

with communication in mind with a specific focus on the intended vocabulary for pupils. 

A multi-sensory approach with access to sensory integration therapy, speech and language therapy, 

daily movement and fine and gross motor for all pupils is also paramount to success.  Learning takes 

place indoors and out. 

Assessment 

Pupils accessing an informal curriculum are assessed using Mapping and Assessing Personal Progress 

(MAPP). Learning intentions are taken from a range of relevant sources including, but not limited to, 

MAPP learning intentions, PIVATS learning intentions, Autism Education Trust Progression 

Framework, Speech and Language, Physiotherapy programmes and Sensory Diet programmes.  

These are set according to individual need and tracked through the MAPP assessment framework. 

Progress is therefore presented and reported for each individual child rather than for a cohort.   

MAPP progress meetings are held termly alongside Evidence for Learning Reviews with the teaching 

team.  Where there have been concerns, interim reviews may be held half termly (see Assessment, 

Recording and Reporting policy for assessment timetable and further detail).



 

 
   

 

MAPP Target        Arrival    AM  1 Playtime  Am 2  Lunch PM  Evaluation (inc. date 

of target change) 

                

                

                

                

PICTURE OF 

CHILD 

Informal MAPP Planning Framework 

Pupils’ personal MAPP targets are worked on throughout the day within the informal Discovery Curriculum. The curriculum is designed to support independent 

learning based in a high AAC environment through 1:1 interactions, group activities and independent learning through play. Below is an outline of the 

opportunities pupils have to work on their targets over the course of the school day. Due to the nature of the pupils and their targets there are no set ‘lessons’ 

i.e. Literacy/Numeracy, rather the pupils access their targets across the entire day allowing for far more frequent learning opportunities.    



 

  

Creative development 
Art, music, DT based Activities 

 

 

 
 

 

Physical and Sensory development 
PE, movement, gross and fine motor skills 

 
 

Independence, personal and social development 
Relationships and PSHCE Activities 

 

Pupils are part of an informal curriculum. In preparation for the possibility of some pupils moving towards a semi- formal curriculum, pupils will 

engage with ‘subject’ based activities where appropriate following the semi-formal curriculum overview. These activities are based within the 

context of their relevant MAPP targets.  

This also allows pupils to engage with new subject based sensory experiences to expand the activities with which they are willing to engage.  

Thinking and Learning 
Humanities and Science based Activities 

(NB Mathematics in PLPs) 

 

Communication and Interaction 
English based Activities  

 



 

    Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

09:00-

O9:20 

     

09:20-

10:00 

     

10:00-

10:20 

     

10:20-

11:00 

     

11:00-

11:45 

     

11:45-

13:00 

     

13:00-

13:30 

     

13:30-

14:30 

     

14:30-

14:45  
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 Autumn Spring Summer 

Communication, language and 
literacy 
(See book spine) 

Narrative 
Non-narrative 

Poetry 

Non-narrative  
Narrative 

Poetry 

Non-narrative 
Narrative 

Poetry 

Non-narrative 
Narrative 

 

Non-narrative 
Narrative 

Poetry 

Non-narrative 
Narrative 

 

Mathematical understanding Personalised learning  Personalised learning  Personalised learning  

Understanding 
the world around 
me  

Science 
 

 Materials exploring and describing properties (hard, soft, 
strong, weak) 

 All creatures great and small (recognise and name 
animals in known habitats – e.g. the farm, the woods, 
the sea) 

 Plant seeds for flowers 

 Down at the bottom of the garden (recognise and name 
simple plants such as trees and flowers – grow a flower and  
observe changes) 

Awareness of plants linked to forest school 

Geography   What can I find around me in autumn? - conkers, leaves, 
twigs (focus on exploring artefacts, answering simple 
questions about the environment) 

 Explore human and physical features in different 
locations, what I like and dislike (farm, woodland and 
seaside) 

 Signs and symbols linked to my environment – where is my 
school, how do I get around my school, making 3d 
models/plans of school 

 Observe and explore seasons across the year 

History  Me and my history (baby to now)  Old and new toys  Things in my house now and then 

RE  Understand there are religious communities (linked to 
class demographics) 

 Experiencing festivals of light through sensory and creative 
activities (Hanukah, Diwali, Christmas) 

 Special clothes and religious clothes (when do we wear 
special clothes?) 

 Understand there are special religious buildings (churches, 
Mosque, Gudwara – linked to class demographics) 

Computing  Cause and effect – both technological and not inc. 
electronic choice boards, iPads, cause and effect games, 
technological toys 

 Art app – learn how to use the tools on the app to make 
a picture – possible shape picture link, save their final 
picture and understand that means they can get it back 

 Instructions (Barefoot lessons – concept of algorithms, 
repetition and debugging using songs, stories and everyday 
routines) 

Creative 
development 

Art  Collage 

 Painting 

 printing patterns 

 Modelling/sculpting 

 Printing (animal prints)  

Parties and picnics 

 Decorations – paint, print patterns, collage 

DT  Using reclaimed materials and a variety of tools to build 
and assemble 

 Building a home for an animal 
 

 whole school picnic – cultural food 

 Picnic box/bag 

 Bunting 

Music  Body percussion 

 Musical performance (Christmas) 

 Rhythm and rhyme music sessions 

 Exploring musical instruments 

 Make musical instruments – end of year performance 
combining learning from previous terms 

Personal development, health 
and wellbeing 

 Communities/Belonging – School, Home etc 

 Personal routines e.g. classroom, bedtime, teeth 

 Personal celebrations  

 Being kind/friendship 

 Who is in my family 

 Keeping safe at school  

 Keeping safe at home 

 Where can I go that makes me happy (special places) 

 All about me - What can I do well (achievements over the 
year) 

Physical and sensory 
development 

 Movement skills  

 Throwing - propelling a beanbag and then other objects 
using underarm/chest throw – learn techniques and skills, 
including targets – individual work. 

 Movement and dance – explore movements showing an 
awareness of space around us (including using objects to 
travel round and through) 

 Balance along low benches, cross over body movements, 
travel round cones. 

 Simple games using throwing (targets) 

 Introduce kicking, developing with targets and variety of balls 
(very simple level) 
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